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Creating solutions to a wa

By Alice Rawsthorn
. LONDON

he first thi ou see is shelf
I uFter shelf unfgpfa.in glass baottles

all containing different colored
liquids. Some of the liquids are
clear, others whitish, yellowish,
brownish, greenish, or almost black. The

calors © daily, as does the consist-
ency, and whatever is growing inside.
All of the liquids are the same

thing — water. To be specific, they are
mngplu of the 1 nt of the world's
water that is available — and deemed
suitable —Plénr hlﬁmmlﬂlptim
These samples are di at the start
of 19 Water and Our Future,” an exhibi-
tion at Z33, a design and art gallery in the
Belgian city of Hasselt, which explores
our relationship to water, and hu-w:iaa:ign
can help us to use it more responsibly
and productively.

“There is growing concern about the
scarcity of water, and the need to save it,
but in many countries, it's still taken for
granted as something
that pours out of the ME' i
tap,” said Jane Withers, % "
who co-curated the ex-
hibition with Ise Craw-
ford. "People think of
water as a clear, neutral
rmdu:l that always

goks the same It
doesn't, because it's a

living thing, as the
un:ﬁn show, We hope
that once people realize
this, they’ll consider us-
water more pleasur-

as well as more

The u.ndrﬂfing theme of the exhibi-
tion is that the current efforts to stave off
the water crisis will have r impact
if we also grow to appreciate its special
qualities, such as its playfulness and sen-
suality.

T]:': blunt facts of the water crisis are
depicted in a graphic installation created
by Hjalti Karlsson and Jan Wilker of the
Mew York graphic design studio karls-
sonwilker. Some 70 percent of the earth's
surface consists of water, but only 3 per-
cent of it is freshwater, and less than a
third of that (the 1 i in the exhibi-
tion's title) is drinkable. The amount of
water we consume is increasing, whereas
the supply of freshwater is static, which
is why it's running out. More than a third
of the world doesn't have enough water,
and the situation is worsening,

Another crisis is looming in water dis-
posal. A third of the world's population
already has inadequate sanitation. Many
cities in deulﬂﬂﬂl: countries are ex-
panding so fast ey are literally out-

ing their sanitation networks. In de-
veloped countries, most of the networks

are now Hence the chaos on
London's roads while its 19th-century
drains are replaced.

Patching up and enlarging existing
ganitation systems isn't the solation, as
we may not enough water to supply
them, given that we waste so much of it.
Some 70 percent of the drinking quality
water flowing into North American or
European homes is flushed down the toi-
let or used for cleaning. Our water foot-
prints — which include the water used to
manufacture the things we consume, as
SR The Rrsthae 3 besanct, am

a
everything used to make it, has to travel,
the its water footprint will be. A
typical Belgian consumes 108 liters, or
nearly 30 gallons, of water di each
day, and another 4,940 liters indirectly,
including part crfilihe 10 that are us?_d to

nee a sheet of Ad 11,000 for a
D aor of eans and 40,000 for  car.

What can we do about it?¥ The exhibi-
tion, which is to tour in other cities after
Hasselt, incloding a stint at Somerset

House in London in

G 2010, s lots of
| possibilit Some are
Wl political initiatives,
such as the water-sav-
i ado by
oy
agoza, which succeeded
in reducing its citizens’
water consumption to a
third of the national av-
erage. Others are ideas
developed by designers
and artists to suggest
how we can redefine
our relationship to wa-
Vestargaard Frandien  ter, a5 well as to propose

practical solutions to the crisis.

Some of them are being tested at Z33.
Hanging outside the building is Rain
cﬂn a giant raind device
developed by the Spanish designer Jordi
Canudas to add rainwater to the drainage
system. Taking pride of place in the
garden is Pig Toilet, an experimental dry
sanitation project devised by the Dutch
artists ter Van Lieshout. It combines
a pigpen with a human toilet, the con-
tents of which are eaten by the pigs,
rather than being flushed away and wast-
ing water. “It sounds disgusting, but it
works,” said Crawford. “In the 19th cen-
tury there was a vigorous debate between
the advantages of dry and wet sanitation
systems. The urgh! is the reason
why wet systems won, but dry sanitation
was a perfectly workable solution.”

More conventional (and less stomach-
churning) posals include the
LifeStraw, a 85 portable device invented
by the Swiss company Vestergaard
Frandsen to purify water as it is sucked
up through a straw. Another is the Aqua-
duct, a concept tricycle developed by the

Above, a Rain Catcher by Jordi Canudas; left,
LifeStraw, by Vestergaard Frandsen, purifics

water as it's sucked through a straw; below, the

Agquaduct tricvle by IDEC carries water and
purifies it as the pedals turn; bottom, water
savirg devices af the show.
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Above, waier
(3
v af
=1% Wter and
i her Future," af
the 233 gallery
E{;ﬂm}td
urm. Left,
Pig Toilet, a
dry system for
waske
by Atelier van
Lieshout.

The amount of water we consume is increasing. The supply
of freshwater is static, which is why it’s running out.

American design group IDEQ, which
carries water, and purifies it using a me-
chanism started by turning the pedals.

Other projects not only help to save
water, but encourage us to use it maore
imaginatively. Some countries, such as
Japan, Finland and India, have never lost
their apprecia tion of water, notably by
cherishing communal bathing as an im-
portant secial ritual. But in jalized
countries tend to treat it as a commodity,
with quantity trumping quality even in
water's most “luxurious™ guises, such as
enormous “luxury” baths and power
showers.

A collection of antique water vessels
from different eountries shows how water
has been used sparingly, but very effec-
tively by cultures that value it. Crawford

andﬁfith:nhr_ﬂevethﬂlh:dtﬂmriﬂﬂf
today's water-saving systems can learn
from them, as the Dutch designer Irene
van Peer did when developing the Mah-
langu device. “Hand wash-
ing is still the first against disease
in the developing world,” said Crawford.
“People in communities without running
“m:ﬂngﬂ! lastic bntﬂt.h“

i a plastic water
Pj%qennhmiﬂnrﬁﬂhmdwhuﬁnm
one liter of water. Oneé Woman commen-
ted on how pleasant it felt to feel water
ing on her hands — something

d never experienced before.”
—— iht.com/design -

A slide show of designs from the cxhibition
mﬂl;:rm mns by Alice Rawsthormn.



