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The House that Herman Built
An exhibition by Jackie Sumell and Herman Wallace. 
Organised by RCA Curating Contemporary Art Students
18 June – 5 July
29 Thurloe Place, SW7 2HQ
www.hermanshouse.org

“What kind of house does a man who has lived in 
a 6’ x 9’ cell for over 30 years dream of?” This question 
became the starting point of The House that Herman 
Built, a collaborative project between artist Jackie 
Sumell and Herman Wallace, a prisoner who has spent 
the last 35 years in solitary confinement at Louisiana 
State Penitentiary. 

From 19 June, first-year students on the RCA’s 
MA in Curating Contemporary Art will showcase 
the results of Sumell and Wallace’s remarkable 
correspondence. This exhibition is the latest Show 
Window project, in which previously vacant shops play 
host to experimental design projects. On show will 
be sketches, models and an animation showing what 
Herman’s imagined house would look like. Talks and 
events will accompany the exhibition. 

A life-size cage from the The House That Herman Built exhibition, showing 
the size of Herman Wallace’s prison cell.

U N C O N F I N E D  I M A G I N AT I O N

LONDON FESTIVAL OF ARCHITECTURE

The BIG CPH Experiment
19 June – 26 July
1-5 Exhibition Road
www.storefrontnews.org

Since 1982, Storefront for Art and 
Architecture has created provocative 
and groundbreaking exhibitions in New 
York City. Now, the gallery is moving 
beyond New York, bringing to the 
London Festival of Architecture a series 
of recent design projects by Denmark’s 
Bjarke Ingels Group (BIG).

Pragmatic yet utopian, BIG strives 
to create socially, economically and 
environmentally perfect places by exploring 
the fertile overlap between architecture’s 
avant-garde and the more predictable 
creations of corporate consultants.

The exhibition, The BIG CPH 
Experiment, will present five models 
of residential projects  built or under 
construction in Copenhagen. The show’s 
centrepiece will be a 2.5m tall model 
built out of 250,000 LEGO bricks, playing 
homage to the Danish building industry’s 
love of prefabrication.

The 2.5 m lego tower is the centerpiece of the BIG CPH Experiment at Storefront

S T O R E F R O N T  F O R  A R T  A N D  A R C H I T E C T U R E

Storefront’s Joseph Grima, who is 
bringing the exhibition to London, says BIG  
have something of a cult status. 

“They’re doing some really amazing 

work,” he says. “I think this is one of the 
strongest exhibitions Storefront has done 
in recent times and will attract a huge 
amount of attention.”

LONDON’S ARCHITECTURE 
FESTIVAL
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June sees the launch of the 2008 London Festival 
of Architecture (LFA), a month-long exploration of the 
city’s built environment. Between 20 June and 20 July, 
the biennial Festival will move across five key ‘hubs’, 
with large-scale events taking place in a different hub 
each weekend. 

It’s fitting that, as home to some of London’s 
most creative organisations, the Brompton area will be 
the site of the first of these hubs. Exhibition Road will 
be closed to traffic during the launch event on the 21 

June, from 10am until midnight, giving visitors a unique 
opportunity to explore both the history and future of 
this vibrant part of London’s landscape. Exhibition 
Road’s unique mix of architecture events is being 
curated by the Royal Institute of British Architects 
(RIBA). Key installations will include a temporary grid 
shell structure by Foster + Partners and the official 
Festival Pavilion by Tonkin Lui Architects.

For detailed information and full listings of the 
talks, exhibitions and events, visit www.lfa2008.org

Brompton Stoops designed by 6a architects
Commissioned by Brompton Estates in association 
with Icon
21 June
Exhibition Road
www.bromptondesigndistrict.com

When the LFA is launched in South Kensington on 
21 June, a series of temporary ‘pop-up’ structures will be 
erected at the main event on Exhibition Road. Designed to 
be easily assembled and demounted, ‘Brompton Stoops’ 
are stair-shaped structures created as interactive building 
blocks (for the public). They have been commissioned 
by Brompton Estates and designed by 6a architects, in 
partnership with Icon, one of the world’s top architecture 
and design magazines.

There are many possibilities for building with 
the structures: a single unit can be used as a chair 
while several structures can be fixed together to form 
an archway or a stage. The structures will explore 
and encourage experimental architecture, providing 
a platform for talks, events, mini-exhibitions and 
promotional activities during the Exhibition Road day. 
The cardboard structures are made using materials 
provided by SCA, the Swedish paper and packaging 
company. SCA’s UK branch has worked with 6a to 
create large and small versions of the stoops that 
will eventually be used in schools and youth groups 
around London. 

A working model of the Brompton Stoops showing one potential use for the cardboard structures.

B R O M P T O N  S T O O P S
DE  S IGNED      B Y  6 A  ARCHITECT         S



OBJECTS OF DESIRE

5 - �Clockwork Orange film poster, 
(estimated value around £3000 - £5000) 
by David Pelham in 1971 for Warner 
Bros. This and other popular prints are 
available at the next Vintage Poster 
Sale or on request at Christie’s, 85 Old 
Brompton Road, SW7 3LD.

 6 - �Giovanni Battista Piranesi prints, 
price on request at Robert Frew, 
8 Thurloe Place, SW3 2RX. An 
exhibition of the graphic works of 
Piranesi will be on show at Robert 
Frew from 27 June - 3 August.

7 - �Mango Wooden Radio, £135 at the 
Conran Shop (as before)

8 - �Swedese Paper Master in Oak £343 
designed by Thorbjörn Anderssen/
Norway Says, to order from Skandium 
(as before)
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There’s no shortage of choice in Brompton for those seeking 
a creative gift for the design-conscious male. From design classics 
such as Swedese’s paper master at Skandium to a boy toy such 
as Conran’s Zecar Flywheel Car, stylish dads will be very happy 
to unwrap any of these on Father’s Day (15 June) and throughout 
the year. Keep an eye on Christie’s next poster sale and the 
forthcoming Piranesi exhibition at Robert Frew – both offer stylish 
coverings for his walls.

DESIGN DETAIL

1 - �Elephant Bottle Opener £23 designed 
by Jørgen Møller for George Jensen 
at Skandium,  
247 Brompton Road, SW3 2EP

 2 - �Morningside Star Puzzle £95 by 
Ralph Lauren,  
105-109 Fulham Road, SW3 6RL  

3 - �Wall Clock from £105 by Henning 
Koppel for George Jensen at 
Skandium (as before) 

4 - �Zecar Flywheel Car £12.95 by  
The Conran Shop,  
81 Fulham Road, SW3 2AS
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Whether you’re an experienced 
foodie or a culinary novice, at the 
Divertimenti Cookery School on 
Brompton Road, there’s a wealth of 
opportunity to hone your skills.

The school offers classes for 
all abilities – from a six-part Cooking 
with Confidence course on the 
fundamentals of great cooking to one-
hour lunchtime classes for the truly 
time pressed. And if junior is showing 
an interest in cuisine, why not harness 
their talent with a Growing Gourmets 
lesson? They’ll learn to bake cupcakes, 
make hand-made pasta or even create 
a dinner party.

 Other popular courses include 
a knife skills course and a 40-minute 

dinner party class, where you’ll learn 
how to pull together a feast for friends 
in no time at all.

The classes are taught by 
guest chefs, published authors and 
Divertimenti staff, giving you a chance 
to dine with some of the UK’s best 
cooks as well as see them working up 
close.

In each class, students receive 
copies of the recipes, generous tasting 
of each dish, and a 10% discount to 
spend in-store afterwards.  

Divertimenti, 227-229 Brompton 
Road, London, SW3 2EP, +44 (0)20 
7935 8065. Or book online at www.
divertimenti.co.uk.

Delicious short-cuts to culinary confidence

Food and drink – 11

Snog has recently opened on 
Thurloe Street, selling delicious frozen 
yogurt that’s good for you – lacking in fat, 
sugar and low in calories. The shop is the 
first one of its kind in the UK. The cheeky 
name derives from ‘snow and yogurt’, and 
the shop’s bright pink exterior is attention-
grabbing to say the least. Snog is the 
brainchild of architect Pablo Uribe, and his 
business partner Rob Baines. 

“Snog is a totally unique concept and 
recipe,” says Uribe. “The frozen yogurt is 
made with organic milk, yogurt and agave 
nectar. It is a fat-free and low-calorie treat 
served with fresh fruit, to be enjoyed in 
a stylish and innovative interior. An ideal 
alternative to ice cream, it is perfect for the 
health-conscious, anyone who likes to try 
something new, and children.” 

So now there is every reason to try a 
guilt-free Snog this summer. Enjoy one at 
32 Thurloe Place, South Kensington. 

SNOGGING IS GOOD FOR YOU
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Brompton Quarter residents may 
have noticed the departure of the Oratory 
restaurant on the Brompton Road earlier 
in the spring. While the Oratory was a 
familiar favourite in the Brompton Quarter, 

its departure will make way for a new 
restaurant occupier, with much-needed 
improvements to facilities for both the 
restaurant and its visitors. The restaurant 
size will remain the same: no expansion 

is necessary. Brompton Estates would 
like to hear your views on what sort 
of restaurant you would like to see in 
the area. Please send suggestions to:  
news@bromptonquarter.com 

Food for thought

TASTE SENSATIONS

What springs to mind when you 
think of a museum café? Uninspired 
sandwiches and undrinkable coffee? Non-
committal service in surroundings with the 
linger factor of your average burger bar? 

Well, put those prejudices aside, 
because in the V&A we have a café to 
equal the exhibits themselves. Don’t have 
time to do the galleries and satisfy your 
palate? Then skip the collection and head 
straight to the café, where a hefty side of 
Victorian design accompanies your meal.  

Keen to show my visiting parents 
London’s best, I chose the café for lunch 
– and I can report that much cooing 
ensued. Both loved the contemporary 
calm of the airy garden rooms. But that 
was nothing compared with the sense 
of wonder aroused by the riot of stained 
glass, enamelled iron and ceramic tiles in 
the Morris, Gamble and Poynter Rooms. 
A showpiece of Victorian craftsmanship, 
these three rooms formed the first museum 
restaurant in the world. 

Their heady mix of influences are 
enough to stimulate the senses of the 
most dedicated design connoisseur. But 
what of the food? As you’d expect from 
a concession run by the superior catering 
outfit Benugo, very good. Tall piles of 
glorious meringues, fresh salads, exotic 
teas, a dazzling selection of home-made 
cakes – I could go on. Suffice to say 
that the varied selection seems a fitting 

accompaniment to the opulence of the 
surroundings. 

My parents plumped for a roast 
pork sandwich between them, which 
they declared “beautiful” – tender, high-
quality meat in very generous portions. I 
went for the aubergine with goat’s cheese 
and pesto, which was perfectly seasoned 
and came with cauliflower and some 
deliciously waxy potatoes.

Throw in the friendly service and the 
availability of kids’ portions and you’ve 
got a café that, like the museum it serves, 
is as inspiring as it is accessible. 

Pa i r i n g  V i c to r i a n  d e s i g n  w i t h  d e l i c i o u s  f o o d, t h e  V & A ’ s  c a f É  s e t s  a  h i g h 

s ta n d a r d  f o r  ot h e r  m u s e u m s  to  m at c h , s ay s  C l a r e  Ly n c h
 

1 - �The ornate Gamble rooms at the V&A

2 - �Delicatessen counter at the V&A Cafe

2

1

2



Local life – 13

MONOCHROME BEAUTY

Spa lovers will soon be able 
to add a new entry to their address 
books. This summer, director Eva 
Lewis will bring Monochrome Body 
and Soul to 33 Thurloe Street. No 
doubt her loyal clientele will follow 
(Monochrome was previously 
located at Duke of York’s Square 
near the King’s Road). The spa offers 

a full suite of services to groom and 
pamper. Botox, waxing and other 
beauty essentials all feature on 
the extensive menu dedicated to 
body and soul. Particular highlights 
include Decleor pregnancy care, 
Dermalogica face mapping and 
revolutionary cosmetic dentistry. 
www.monochromebodyandsoul.com

On Saturday 21 June Exhibition 
Road will be closed to traffic, replacing 
the usual hum of vehicles with sounds 
for all musical tastes. Expect over 
150 live performances from artists as 
diverse as the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra and German electro punk 
bands. Or if they don’t appeal, how 

about Bollywood dance workshops or 
alternative indie pop?

London’s annual Music Day 
is the capital’s contribution to the 
international festival of music, Fête 
de la Musique, which takes place in 
250 cities worldwide. Organised by 
the Exhibition Road Cultural Group, 

this year’s event is particularly special, 
coinciding as it does with the London 
Festival of Architecture (see pages 6 
and 7 for details of events). The result 
will be a midsummer celebration of 
architecture and music that you will not 
want to miss. 
www.exhibitionroad.com

FÊte de la Musique

Samba drums at Exhibition Road Music Day 2007 by Sandrine Chevassu

MARKET VALUE

brompton quarterLY | EDITION 12  summer 2008– 12

With the Chelsea Flower Show over for 
another year, those with green fingers will be 
pleased to know that Hortus, a new gardening 
shop is now open at 5 Egerton Terrace in the 
Brompton Quarter. From seasonal tips on re-
planting your window boxes and flowerbeds 
to re-designing and maintaining your garden, 
Hortus provides a one-stop-shop gardening 
service all year round.  

Hortus is moving to the Brompton 
Quarter from Blackheath, where it has built up 
a dedicated following over the last five years. 
A focus on customer service and a friendly, 
relaxed environment add to the atmosphere 
that has made Hortus so successful. It’s a 
handy spot for beautiful gifts, so head there 
to pick up scented candles, hand-tied fresh 
flowers or, for something different, a stylish 
ceramic birdfeeder. You will never be stuck 
for a tasteful thank-you gift again. 
www.hortus-london.com

These days, residents and 
visitors to South Kensington have 
more choice than ever about 
where to shop and what to sample, 
especially when it comes to food. 
Adding to the foodie trend is the 
new farmers’ market on Bute Street, 
which is now open every Saturday 
from 9am to 1pm. Head there to 
pick up fresh, locally produced 
goodies, including home-baked 
bread, regional sausages, farm-
made cheese and London honey. 

CONTEMPORARY HORTICULTURE



the country’s top centres of 
excellence for science, Imperial 
College London hosts a regular 
programme of talks and lectures 
that are open to the public - see 
the website for details of all the 
forthcoming events. 

Natural History Museum  
Cromwell Road 
Tel: +44(0)20 7942 5000  
www.nhm.ac.uk
Open everyday 10am – 5.50pm 
(last admission 5.30pm) 
Visit the website for a full 
listing of all its daily activities 
and events for both adults 
and children.

Amazing Butterflies
Chomping caterpillars and 
beautiful butterflies come alive 
in the butterfly house and 
outdoor maze. To 17 Aug 

Exploring British Wildlife: 
Bluebells
Help the NHM record Britain’s 
bluebells. To 14 June

Royal College of Art 
Kensington Gore,  
SW7 2AP
+44(0)20 7590 4444 
www.rca.ac.uk
The RCA is the world’s only 
postgraduate university of art 
and design so locals are often 
the first to see what tomorrow’s 
design talent is doing today. 

Show RCA Fashion Public 
Shows: 11 June 
Graduates showcase their 
garments on the catwalk and in 
an exhibition.

Tickets: £12 for 4pm show and 
£25 for 7pm (with  champagne 
and canapés). Call 020 7590 
4566 to book.

SHOW RCA PART 2  
24 June - 5 July 

Work by students in Animation, 
Architecture, Communication Art 
& Design, Conservation, Design 
Products, Design Interactions, 
Fashion Footwear and 

Accessories, History of Design, 
Industrial Design Engineering, 
Textiles and Vehicle Design. 

Royal Albert Hall 
Kensington Gore,  
SW7 2AP
+44(0)20 7589 8212 
www.royalalberthall.com

The Proms return on 18 July. 
Plus, Ignite, the series of 
Friday lunchtime concerts, 
continues with a range of 
music from jazz to flamenco. 
See website for full listings.

Royal Geographical 
Society with IBG 
Kensington Gore/
Exhibition Road,  
SW7 2AR
www.rgs.org
The Royal Geographical 
Society with IBG holds talks 
and lectures organised by 
other bodies. Visit the website 
for full listings. Contact 
organisers directly to book.

The London Library summer 
lecture 12 June 
Simon Schama compares two 
of the English language’s great 
prose-stylists.
www.londonlibrary.co.uk
020 7766 4712
librarian@londonlibrary.co.uk

IRC-UK annual lecture
16 June
António Guterres, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
on displacement in the 21st 
century. www.ircuk.org
020 7692 2737

Warwick Mathematics 
Institute Annual Lecture
18 June
‘What does mathematics have 
to do with climate change?
www.warwick.ac.uk
rachel.hammel@warwick.ac.uk
0247 6772637

La Bohème 26 June
The European Chamber 
Opera presents Puccini’s most 

famous work. Picnic in the 
garden during the interval.
www.dogshome.org
0870 890 0000

Venice in Peril summer 
lecture 1 July
John Julius Norwich discusses 
Rudyard Kipling.
info@veniceinperil.org
020 7736 6891

Stanfords travel lecture
2 July
Jonathan Dimbleby introduces 
his new book, ‘Russia’, 
coinciding with a BBC2 series.
www.stanfords.co.uk
020 7632 8920

Textiles and jewellery of 
royal and rural India
8 July 
Illustrated lecture and 
exhibition.
www.jeevika.org.uk
020 8973 3773

Travel writing and 
photography 14 July
Advice sessions with a top 
travel writer or photographer to 
help you get published. 
www.TravellersTales.org
info@travellerstales.org

Serpentine Gallery 
Kensington Gardens 
London W2 3XA
+44(0)20 7402 6075 
www.serpentinegallery.org

Open daily, 10am-6pm 
Admission free 

Richard Prince: Continuation 
26 June - 7 September
Richard Prince is one of the 
most innovative and influential 
artists of our time and can 
be variously described as a 
painter, photographer, sculptor 
and collector.

Science Museum 
Exhibition Road,  
SW7 2DD
+44(0)870 870 4868 
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk

The Science of Survival: Your 

Planet Needs You!  
To 2 Nov 2008 
A new hands-on exhibition 
that takes you on a journey of 
possibilities for our future

Dan Dare and the Birth of Hi-
Tech Britain To 25 Oct 2009 
This exciting exhibition 
explores the role played by 
technology in creating post-
war Britain.

Victoria & Albert Museum  
Cromwell Road,  
SW7 2RL
+44(0)20 7942 2000  
www.vam.ac.uk

Blood on Paper: the Art of 
the Book To 29 June

China Design Now  
To 13 July
This exhibition will take you 
on a journey along China’s 
coastal cities to experience the 
country’s creative landscape.

Thomas Hope: Regency 
Designer To 22 June
Thomas Hope’s influential role as 
a designer, design reformer and 
collector in the early 19th century 
is explored in this exhibition.

The London Oratory 
Brompton Road,  
SW7 2RP
Sung Vespers and 
Benediction: 3.30pm

Masses several times a day 
every day. For full details 
of services, visit www.
bromptonoratory.com 

Holy Trinity  
Brompton  
Brompton Road,  
SW7 2RP
+44 (0)20 7052 0376  
www.htb.org.uk
Traditional Holy Communion 8am

Informal Services 9.30am, 
11.30 am, 5pm & 7pm
Holy Communion usually 
held at 12.30pm on the first 
Thursday of the month

SUMMER listings – 15

Christie’s,  
85 Old Brompton Road 
SW7 3LD
+44(0)20 7930 6074, 
www.christies.com

Visit the Christie’s website for 
details of upcoming auctions.

South Asian Modern & 
Contemporary Art 11 June

The Sunday Sale 6 July

Christie’s Interiors 8 July

Rock & Pop Memorabilia  
10 July

Nineteenth Century 
European Art 10 July

Old Master Pictures 11 July

Fine Wines & Vintage Port 
14 July

Jewellery 15 July

Christie’s Interiors 15 July

20th Century British Art  
16 July

Christie’s Interiors  
22 and 29 July

Dana Centre,  
165 Queens Gate,  
SW7 5HD
+44(0)20 7942 4040  
www.danacentre.org.uk

To book upcoming events e-mail: 
tickets@danacentre.org.uk.

Goethe Institut,  
50 Princes Gate, 
Exhibition Road,   
SW7 2PH 

+44(0)20 7596 4000  
www.goethe.de 
info@london.goethe.org 
Exhibition - Götz Diergarten: 
Whistable-Tankerton 
To 15 June

Exhibition Road Music 
Festival
Diverse programme of music 
with the Royal College 
of Music and the record 
company THE1234. 21 June 

Institut Français,  
17 Queensberry Place,  
SW7 2DT 
+44(0)20 7073 1350  
www.institut-francais.org.uk

Visit the Institut Français 
website for details of French 
films, language courses 
and talks, and to book wine 
tastings (must be booked three 
weeks in advance). 

Imperial College 
London, SW7 2AZ
+44(0)20 7589 5111  
www3.imperial.ac.uk
As you’d expect from one of 

Super City/Super Nature
21 June, 2pm
LFA Pavilion 
Super City/Super Nature: an 
insight into the work of Tonkin 
Liu, designers of China Design 
Now and the LFA pavilion.

LFA Kensington, 
Chelsea & Knightsbridge 
Hub Walking Tours 
Sloane Square Station, 
Underground Ticket Hall
21 June, 2pm – 3:30pm;  
22 June, 11am – 12:30pm and 
2pm – 3:30pm;  
23 June, 6:30pm – 8pm;  

24 June, 6:30pm – 8pm

Blueprint Big Breakfasts 
Key figures give their views on 
London over a full English.
Julia Peyton Jones:  
20 June, 8am - 10am

Sir Michael Bichard: 
24 June, 8am - 10am

Intelligence2 
Debate with RIBA Trust: Prince 
Charles was right
30 June, 6:45pm – 8:30pm, 
Royal Geographical Society’s 
Ondaatje Theatre
Cast your vote as speakers 

dispute the state of modern 
architecture.

Superfusionlab
25 June,  
The Dana Centre
Installation and talk.

Fresh Look Architecture 
Open Day 2008
21 June, 10:30am – 4:30pm, 
Victoria and Albert Museum
Meet curators, hear talks, join 
an architectural tour.

Exhaust 19-06-08
19 June – 19 July, 12am, 
Goethe-Institut
Exhaled air is collected in 
balloons to form a cluster of 
consumed space.

Foster + Partners 
Temporary Installation
21 June, 10am – 6pm, 
Exhibition Road

Statues Alive: Night 
Projection Trail
19 June – 25 June,  
9:45pm – 11:45pm
A night-time stroll along 
Chelsea embankment.

Lifschutz Davidson 
Sandilands Exhibition
21 June, Exhibition Road

What makes a Living 
Street? A Walking Audit
21 June, 1pm – 3pm,  
Sloane Square by fountain
An interactive walk, 
demonstrating how anyone can 
effectively audit public space.

Chelsea Guided Walks
with the Chairman of The 
Chelsea Society
21 June, 11am – 12:30pm, 
Holy Trinity Church;  
21 June, 3pm – 4:30pm,  
St. Andrew’s Church; 22 June, 
11am - 12:30pm and 3pm - 
4:30pm, Chelsea Old Church.

Dixon Jones Architects 
Installation 
21 June, 10am - 6:30pm, 
Exhibition Road
Plans to turn Exhibition Road 
into a pedestrian-friendly 
outdoor cultural space.

For full listings  
visit www.lfa2008.org.
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summer events in Brompton 

More london festival of architecture events


